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REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN UPDATE IN PROGRESS 


The intensive rate of growth that Palm Beach County 
witnessed in the late 1960s and early 1970s created 
numerous impacts and pressures upon this rapidly 
urbanizing area. This situation further created an 
awareness, particularly at the local level, that growth 
and development problems were no longer necessarily 
confined to one municipality. Community leaders 
in the County, therefore, realized that certain prob- 
lems would have to be addressed from an areawide 
perspective. As a logical outgrowth of the need 
‘for 37 municipalities and the unincorporated County 
to combine their planning efforts into a program 
that would effectively deal with growth and develop- 
ment pressures, it was determined that the Area 
Planning Board (APB) should coordinate and be 
responsible for the development of an areawide 
planning program. This was accomplished by a Special 
Act of the Florida State Legislature, which amended 
the Area Planning Board enabling legislation to require 
comprehensive planning in and for Palm Beach 
County. The amendment to the APB enabling legis- 
lation required all municipalities and the County to 
prepare and adopt a comprehensive development 
plan for their respective jurisdictions. As a follow-up 
to the preparation of local plans, the APB was charged 
with preparing and adopting a regional comprehensive 
development plan based on the intent and purpose of 
the local plans. Thus, the Regional Comprehensive 
Development Plan (RCDP) for Palm Beach County 
was developed and adopted in 1977. The RCDP was 
developed in phases: Phase | the research, inventory 
and analysis phase; Phases II, III and IV representing 


goals, objectives, plan recommendations and implem- 


entation strategies for orderly growth and develop- 
ment in the County. 


Phase |, entitled Background for Planning, is that 
part of the RCDP which is being updated in the 
current fiscal year. Various factors affecting growth 
and development in Palm Beach County are exa- 


BONUS FUNDING RECEIVED 
The APB has been awarded $15,000 in bonus 
comprehensive planning funds from the United 
States Department of Housing and Urban De- 
velopment in recognition of achievements in 
plan development and implementation. The APB 


was one of only two agencies in Florida to 
receive such an award. These funds, to be re- 
ceived on July 1, 1980, were granted due to the 


adoption of the Regional Comprehensive Devei- 


opment Plan and the Areawide Housing Oppor- 
tunity Plan by various local governments within 


Palm Beach County. 


mined and carefully scrutinized in the Phase | 
planning effort for the purpose of factually substan- 
tiating the remaining phases of the RCDP. Twenty- 
five (25) aspects/elements of growth and development 
are addressed in the Plan. 


LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING 


The amendment to the APB enabling legislation re- 
quiring comprehensive planning in Palm Beach County 
became effective July 1, 1974. The planning require- 
ments as set forth in the amended legislation were 
prepared through the cooperative efforts of the Palm 
Beach County Municipal League, the Board of County 
Commissioners and the Area Planning Board. Mem- 
bers of these three groups, in turn, made a joint 
presentation of the proposed amendments to the Palm 
Beach County Legislative Delegation at its meeting 
in December 1973. These amendments which were 
unanimously supported by the local Legislative Dele- 
gation were approved by the Florida Legislature and 
became effective July 1, 1974. 


In 1975, the State of Florida enacted the Local Gov- 
ernment Comprehensive Planning Act (LGCPA) which 
required comprehensive planning on a statewide basis. 
All municipalities and counties throughout the State 
were required by this Act to prepare and adopt comp- 
rehensive plans by July 1, 1979. Although Palm 
Beach County local governments were already actively 
involved in comprehensive planning activities, the 
LGCPA had some specific affects on local plans. 


The LGCPA required that certain planning programs 
be addressed in all plans that were not required in 
the 1974 APB Legislation (i.e., Coastal Zone Manage- 
ment, more specific housing requirements, power and 
intergovernmental coordination). As a result, local 
governments were required to update their plans to 
meet the State requirements. Also, as a result, the 
RCDP is being updated to conform and assure con- 
sistency with the State requirements. Therefore, 
Phase | of the RCDP is being updated to include all 
elements as required by the LGCPA. 


PHASE | — 
KEY TO UPDATE AND COORDINATION 


The Phase | portion of the Regional Comprehensive 
Development Plan, Background for Planning, repre- 
sents the research, inventory and analysis phase of the 
Plan. Phase | provides a foundation of facts and 
reasoning upon which the goals and objectives, plan 
recommendations and implementation strategies are 
accomplished. 


With the necessary updates and additional elements, 
the Background for Planning document conforms with 
the additional requirements of the LGCPA. The fol- 
lowing aspects of growth and development are ad- 
dressed: 


Population Civil Defense 
Economy Education 

Land Use Libraries 
Annexation Public Buildings 


Water Systems 
Wastewater Systems 
Stormwater Disposal 


Transportation 
Law Enforcement 
Fire Protection 


Agricultural Development Solid Waste 
Commercial Development Communications 
Industrial Development Power/Energy 


Recreation/Open Space 

Intergovernmental Coordination 

Health and Human Services 

Residential Development/Housing 

Natural Environment/Coastal Zone Protection 


Consistency between plan elements is essential for a 
working document such as the RCDP. Even more 
important is the consistency the RCDP must have 
with other governmental jurisdictions’ and agencies’ 


O 


policies and plans. Municipal, County, regional, 
state, federal and other agencies will be contacted 
for pertinent data concerning elements of the RCDP 
Their participation in the planning process is illus 
trated on the Intergovernmental Coordination Matrix 
(TABLE 1). Participation includes the collection of 
background data material, help in writing drafts of 
sections of the elements and review and/or comment 
on elements of the Plan. Through the involvement 
of these jurisdictions and agencies each of the plan- 
ning elements will reflect the particular goals and 
priorities of each affected agency. A good example 
is the Natural Environment/Coastal Zone Protection 
element. Those agencies and jurisdictions included 
were: local municipalities, Palm Beach County de- 
partments (Parks and Recreation and Planning, Zon- 
ing and Building), regional (Treasure Coast Regional 
Planning Council (TCRPC), state (Department of 
Agriculture and Community Affairs), federal (De- 
partments of Housing and Urban Development and 
Interior) and other data sources. 


PLAN UPDATES SCHEDULED 


When the Background for Planning document is 
completed, it will provide the data and information 
to establish areawide planning goals and objectives 


and the basis for developing valid and applicables 
planning recommendations and implementation stra. 
egies. Therefore, as part of the overall updating pro- 
cess, the APB will update the remaining phases 
of the RCDP, in the subsequent year(s). The 
remaining phases (Phases II, Il] and IV) represent 
the adopted RCDP for Palm Beach County. The Plan 
establishes areawide policies to guide growth and 
development decisions in the County. It is primarily 
for use as a guide to local decision-makers and those 
departments and agencies responsible for review of 
growth and development proposals. The Plan also 
provides effective guidelines to local implementation 
authorities to be used concurrently with the respec- 
tive local comprehensive development plans. The 
intent of the RCDP is to help advance the decision- 
making processes regarding growth and development 
proposals, appraised on both the local and areawide 
perspectives. Further coordination and input from 
affected local governments and agencies will be im- 
perative to maintaining an areawide plan that is 
current and consistent with adopted development 
policies. 


The APB enabling legislation requires that the RCDP 
be updated periodically. Therefore, the updatin 
activities currently being performed and schedule 
for upcoming years represent only the immediate 
concerns of an activity that will be part of a con- 
tinuous planning function for years to come. 
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ELEMENTS 


Organization 


COORDINATING 


AGENCTES 
Palm Bch. Co. Municipalities| O | O 


lanning, Zoning 4 Bldg. 
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Health Planning Council 


Drainage Districts 
Metro. Plan. 
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Property Appraiser 
School Board 
Sheriff 
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Planning 


Solid Waste Authorit, 
So. Fl. Water Mgmt. Distr. 


Off. of Crim. Jus. 


Ping. Council 


Tr. Coast Reg. 
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Environmental Prot. Agcy. 
Housing & Urban Dev. 


Interior 


Natural Resources 
Justice 


Law Enforcement 
Transportation 
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Agriculture 
Commerce 

Energ 
Agriculture 
Commerce 

Enera 
Transportation 
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